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Fingers together, hand open
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Close and open in 2 “Yaketty Yak’
gestures. As if controlling the mouth

TWITTER
Index finger and thumb E An illustrated booklet

TIKTOK

Hand-shape of the letter ‘T’

Without bringing the fingers together,
Slightly squeeze the gap twice
Imagine clicking the button on
a camera
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A Close and open twice
Like a bird opening

Then 2 positions
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While opening the
hands, mouth the ¥
word ‘Book’ 4
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A Word From One
Our Senior Members

; . Annual booklet. My name is
S S Jane Foley, and [ have the
pleasure of writing this year’s
v e introduction

AN | 3py Welcome to the 7" edition of
EAT H\J/ our Athy Sing & Sign
IIT

Hi everyone. I am delighted to have been a member of Athy Sing and Sign for more
than six years, during which time I have seen the club expand and grow from one
class to five, catering for various groups from primary school age to adults.

Athy Sing and Sign and Irish Sign Language have made huge progress in
recent years, When I first started, ISL was in the fourth stage of the Seanad to
become the third official language of Ireland, and on Christmas Eve 2017 the
ISL Act was signed by the President of Ireland, Michael D. Higgins.

This year we had the honour of performing the National Anthem in ISL
with the National Symphony Chorus Choir, for the President, at the
National Ploughing Championships.

The club has grown immensely since being founded by Aiden McHugh.
Many of our members, including myself, now have QQI qualifications in ISL
thanks to Maggie and all of our brilliant teachers.

I'look forward to working with everyone this year, learning more ISL and taking
part in our activities and events.

Jane

Remembering Sr. Dolores

Sr Dolores was a valuable member of Athy Sing & Sign
Club, who joined to learn ISL in her early 70s.

She loved learning ISL and was excited to use her new
skills in the Deaf Village Ireland, but sadly passd away
this year.

We will always remember her beautiful performance
of ‘Silent Night’ at the Athy Christmas Fair.

She will be remembered as an inspiration,

and a great loss to the club.




j I'ER CAMP

" Thanks to REACH DEAF S
PARTNERSHIP we were able to 0rg
for deaf, hard of hearing, hearing an :
success, with the general consensus being

|asted longer!

ERVICES and KILDARE SPORTS

anize our first ISL Easter Camp
d CODAs. This was a fantastic
that everyone wished it
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"ERTIFICATES
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Congratulations to the members of our Adult ISL Class 2023,
seen here being presented with their ST PATRICK’S DAY
Certificates of Achievemnent. Our theme was

_ e , ‘Alice In Wonderland'
We are delighted to see our adults signing several sentences in ISL, and we were delighted
and learning handshapes. They are a huge credit to their tutors to be featured in

Linda Dobbyn and Jane Faley. i :
ade coverage.
Well dene to alll We are super proud of youl GRS S

AELSCOIL, ATHI
< who taught ISL

TEACHING ISL ING
Well done to our member
in Gaelscoil Athiin June.

NATIONAL PLOUGHING Clizl

At this year's National Plaughing Cham

MPIONSHIPS

pionships, we performed for

THE HERON MURAL

h - s The Presid , . : ;
WE ARE GOING TO DISNEYLAND SEcompanid by e Naton ey 510 P Naoral A, b i v e e

y Chorus Choir, conducted by

representing biodiversity, habitats,
wildlife and flora, and showcasing
the beauty along the river Barrow.

After auditioning, Athy Sing & Sign have been accepted to perform on stage Senan Dunne (Photo:Aisling Hyland).

at Disneyland Paris on Monday the 25th of March 2024. Below is the message
from the Disney Performing Arts Team

We are thrilled at the inclusion of
the butterfly, which also represents
the deaf community,

[

"Your group have been accepted for a song and dance performance.

A wonderful audition. Great costumes and concepis. We really

enjoyed your performance. Everyone gave 100% and it is evident

that you all adore performing.The pieces were rehearsed to a good £ . : ¥

level. Well done and keep up the good work. Happy rehearsing Al 4 CREAL N d T | BATTLE OF THE
: o ATHY BANDS

Well done to our

ISL LINGU ISTICS WORKSHOP
member Pippa Casey

Our commitiee attended an lE“»L Linguistics
Workshap in Limerick. Organized by
MIDWEST ISLHUB and presented by
Patrick A. Matthews M. LitF,

M. Phil in Applied Linguistics

who signed to a song
performed by Lisa Mackey in a local
‘Battle Of The Bands' Competition
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1. Hands together pressed ]
against the cheek I\
in a ‘sleep’ gesture
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~ You can fingerspell the word “Alpaca’ 1. Two fingers touch cheek
it \ RECEPTION __ -ag

| 1. Make this hand shape
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1. Make the hand shape of the letter ‘H’.
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. WL ¥ 2. Then bring fingers
b = ¥ down to touch
upturned palm
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DISNEYLAND 'Disneyland Paris

1. Hand shape of the letter ‘d’ with both hands ‘Athy Sing & Sign Club will be performing in Disneyland Paris

d in March 2024
é % SLEEPING BEAUTY
2 Closed fist in

against heal 4= ) front of chin

2. Touch fingers together
center of the forehead

\ Then hand

ROLLERCOASTER

Hand moves across in front,
following an up and down path
like a rollercoaster

3. With index fingers, draw the shape of
¢ Mickey Mouse ears in the air

PARIS

Hands coming together like the
top of the Eiffel Tower

& ®

Start with hands
close to the body
in position 1

(Fingers extended)

&
dboWpe
LT FRANCE

Then make a circle
turning hands around
while moving fingers
to position 2

Right hand shape
“Rabbit Ears”

Then repeat. This
represents the turrets on the
castle

Make the sign
of the cross




MURAL

1. Mime the act of painting
where one hand is the brush
sweeping up and down

2. Spread hands wide as if
showing the size of the mural

C’,O/)?Mé( Vel f y

Make the sign for the
letter ‘C’ with both hands

Cross hands,
linking thumbs
maku:_ﬂ

. butterfly shape

And fingar# move
flapping wings

'tl":uscahmc: Isrilde Keep the ‘C’ shapes

and hands move in a circle
until the little fingers are
touching

Hands ose to chas
Palms inward

Hands turning around
and moving away from body

S—




